
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

Elkton Farm Firehole 
Cecil County, Maryland 

• April 2001 - MDE performed a Site survey of the 400-acre Elkton Farm property to 
determine if conditions had changed at the site since the 1992 removal action. During 
this site survey, MDE became aware of a 1992 report prepared by the US Arrny Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) which suggested a "firehole" located somewhere on;the Herron 
Farm. A more precise location was obtained during interviews with former Triumph <-
Explosives, Inc. employees. 

• June 2002 - MDE performed a geophysical survey on the suspected area of the firehole 
and detected several anomalies throughout the field suggesting a series of pits. 

• July 2002 - MDE project manager met with the farmer, Mr. Spry, at the site, showed him 
die munitions debris and told him that it might not be a good idea to continue growing 
crops in the field. 

• October 2002 - MDE performed a site investigation. TNT and byproducts found in soils. 
Munition debris scattered over field. 

• May-June 2003 - MDE conducted followup sampling of surface water, sediments, and 
onsite monitoring wells. 

• May 2004 - At the request of MDE, US ACE visited the site to assess hazards. Munitions 
debris Was discovered oh the surface of the property. USACE recommended that site 
activities include a UXO team providing UXO Safety Support as a minimum 

• December 2004 - January 2005 - MDE conducted a remote geoprobe sampling of 
anomalies. MDE requested EPA removal assistance. 

• April 2005 - FOSC, Charlie Fitzsimmons, met with Mr. Spry at the site:, showed him the 
- debris, and explained that EPA would like him to stay off the 30+ acre portion of the 

property until EPA can delineate the areas of concern. The farmer did ask about 
compensation for the crops he will lose. 

• May 2005 - EPA performed a geophysical survey of the site which revealed the existence 
• of several subsurface anomalies and suggested that the area of concern could cover 55 

acres or more. 

• June 2005 - FOSC met with Mr. Spry and his attorney, Leonard Wilson, at the site. 
Mr. Spry has agreed not to harvest the 5 5 acres that have been surveyed by EPA. Mr. 
Sprye is looking for compensation for the crop that he will not be able to harvest. 



July 2005 - EPA sent a letter to Mr. Spry and his attorney to explain, in writing, the 
dangers associated with" farming the site and of and the repercussions of interfering in an 
EPA ongoing response action., FOSC also met with Cecil Whig reporter at the site and a 
group of farmers protesting EPA's decision to not allow the farmer to harvest his wheat 
crop. Senator Sarbanes' office also contacted EPA regarding the issue with Mr. Spry. 

September 2005 - EPA responding to inquiry from Gov. Ehrlich's office regarding the 
farmer and compensation for his lost crop. 
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